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THE GIVEAWAY FEVER 


Every once in a while a 
character gets his name in 
the paper by going down to 
the lower end of Manhattan 
Island and giving money away 
to Bowery bums. It must be 
said, however, that he is 
giving away his own money. 
But when the giveaway fever 
strikes the boys in Washing- 
ton, anything can happen. Of 
course, politicians never give 
away anything of their own. 
Why should they - when they 
can express their great gen- 
erosity withthe funds and re- 
sources of the American people 


The latestof these giveaway 
proposals has to do with 
atomic weapons. The President 
wants us to share our weapons 
with our so-called allies. He 
thinks it is not fair to keep 
from them weapons which we 
have and which are also pos- 
sessed by a potential enemy. 
Somehow, it never occurs to 
our leaders that if foreign 
nations want something we 
have, they might try provid- 
ing it for themselves. You 
don’t see Khrushchev giving 
away any of his atomic weap- 
ons! Also, the President 








thinks that passing around 
our weapons would give us 
stronger allies in the event 
of war. 

Perhaps the President needs 
a little history lesson in 
the short-lived nature of 
allies. Think back merely to 
the wars of this century. In 
the First World War, among 
our aliies were Russia, Italy, 
Japan and Rumania. Twenty- 
three years later we were in 
the Second World War. Whom 
were we fighting? Among oth- 
ers, Italy, Japan and Rumania, 
who had been our allies in 
the First World War. Russia 
was again a so-called “ally.” 
So was Turkey, which had been 
an enemy two decades earlier. 
Then came the Korean War. 
China, which was an ally in 
the Second World War, had 
fallen into Red hands — and 


LOYAL STUDENTS 

It often happens that a 
loud and vocal handful of 
peoplecan give us an extreme- 
ly distorted view of the 
thinking of large groups of 
Americans. This is especially 
the case withour modern “ lib- 
erals,” who can be very loud 
and very vocal. Some weeks 
ago I reported to you that 
the heads of about 15 or 20 
colleges had their dander up. 


was our enemy in the Korean 
War. Now, presumably, the 
enemy is Russia — which was 
our “ally” in both World Wars. 
Among our present allies are 
West Germany, Italy and Japan 
- all enemies only 15 years 
ago. And what became of other 
allies of the Second World 
War? There were Yugoslavia and 
Poland and Czechoslovakia, all 
now part of the Red empire. 
The truthis that the United 
States has no allies - only 
nations which are friendly so 
long as it serves their pur- 
pose and which, should their 
purpose change, could fire 
our atomic weapons right back 
at us. This is a good month 
for our leaders to read again 
George Washington’s stern 
warning to a new and weak na- 
tion - no foreign entangle- 
ments or permanent alliances. 


They were very angry — about 
the fact that a student, be- 
fore he can get a slice of 
your taxes tohelp him through 
college, must declare that he 
he is not a communist. 

The federal government has 
a student-loan program. It 
makes grants to college admin- 
istrations. The colleges in 
turn use this money to grant 
loans to students who apply 
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for them. Did these angry 
college prexies raise the roof 
because the government was 
thus sticking its nose a bit 
further into the field of 
education? Oh, no — that did 
not bother them in the least. 
What really made them mad was 
the requirement that your tax 
money should not go to sub- 
versives on the campus. 
There was a lot of big talk 
about “academic freedom,” and 
this handful of colleges 
withdrew from the student- 
loan program. This action, of 
course, prevents any student 
in their colleges from apply- 
ing for a loan — even though 
he may be proud to declare 
that he is not a subversive. 
It seems “academic freedom” 
is for fuzzy-minded “liberal” 


college officials, but not 
for loyal college students! 

However, these college 
heads made such a tremendous 
noise about this issue that 
you would suppose the entire 
college world was up in arms 
about it. This is what I mean 
by the distorted picture we 
get from these noisy groups. 
Actually, there are nearly 
1400 colleges in the United 
States. Less than two dozen 
of them have withdrawn from 
the program because of the 
loyalty-oath requirement. 
This shows that the majority 
of college administrations 
takes a much saner attitude 
than the raucous handful who 
kicked up the big fuss. 

But what is particularly 
encouraging is the action of 
American college students. 
Two of themin Washington have 
formed the National Student 
Committee for the Loyalty 
Oath. They already have repre- 
sentatives from 25 colleges 
on their governing board, and 
they are still expanding. In- 
cidentally, the Committee has 
student members from certain 
of the same colleges whose 
presidents have been scream- 
ing about the loyalty oath. 
The executive secretary of 
the Committee says that, with 
little publicity so far, the 
response among college stu- 








dents who want to go on record 
in favor of the loyalty oath 
is wonderful. College stu- 
dents and their professors 
can get full information by 


A $65,000 MEAL! 

A gentleman in Ohio writes 
me to say that I am always 
complaining about government 
spending. He asks: How can 


government spending be reduc-_ 


ed when we have to spend so 
much on defense? Well, there 
are plenty of experts who be- 
lieve the defense budget can 
be cut without hurting the 
real defense of America. But 
let’s disregard the defense 
budget for the moment, and 
see what has happened to oth- 
er government spending. 

In the President’s latest 
budget, there are at least 20 
items which, taken together, 
call for increased spending 
of more than 5% billion doll- 
ars. This is not the total 
sum to be spent — just the 
increase. And the increase is 
not over and above the amount 
spent 10 or 15 years ago. It 
is 5% billion dollars more 
than Mr. Eisenhower himsel f 
spent on these items only 
five or six years ago. None 
of this has anything to do 
with defense. In fact, it has 
to do with a lot of things in 


writing to the National Stu- 
dent Committee for the Loyalty 
Oath, 2405 37th St., N.W., 
Washington 7, D. C. 


which the federal government 
has no business. Here are a 
few examples: 

The President wants to 
spend nearly 400 million doll- 
ars more on housing and some- 
thing called “ community 
development” — 400 million 
more than he spent a few 
years ago. He wants to spend 
600 million more on public 
health, and 500 million more 
on agricultural resources. 

In other words, if the gov- 
ernment spent the same amount 
— and it was plenty -on these 
items which it spent a few 
years ago, more than 5% bill- 
ion dollars could be cut out 
of the new budget. Add to 
that another 5 billion each 
for foreign giveaways and 
handouts to farmers — and 
there is 15 billion dollars 
which could be cut from this 
fantastic spending program. 
Would that mean anything to 
you? On a mere average, it 
could mean a taxcut for every 
American family of $300! 

More important, it would 
mean a halt to the inflation 
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which makes your dollar worth 
less every day. Let us hope 
we will never experience the 
kind of inflation which hit 
Germany back inthe ’ twenties. 
But every time you find your 
dollar buying less than it 
did last month or last year, 
it might be well to remember 
this story. A young German 


was bequeathed 650,000 marks- 
then worth about $65,000 - 
when he was 18 years old. He 
came into his inheritance 
when he was 21 - in 1923. It 
cost him his entire inheri- 
tance, worth $65,000 three 
years earlier, to buy one 
meal! 


- John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 2/14/60 
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Book Review P 
AN APPALLING EXPOSE 
UNDEROOVER TEACHER by George 
N. Allen, 189 pages, Double- 
day, N. Y., $3.50. 

The teacher told his class 
to write a short composition 
on a movie or play they had 
seen. “When I examined the 
papers...I found there wasn’t 
one pupil in my class who 
knew how to write English... 
A girl I thought one cf the 
brighter pupils wrote: ‘Rock 
Pretty Baby. I like Rock 
Pretty Baby the picther was 
vevery nice. the actors did 
they part vevery Nice. the 
made good Reansor.’” 

True, these were so-called 
“adjustment” classes in a New 
York City school. But they 
were junior high school 


classes — 7th, 8th and 9th 
grades! How did these young- 
sters — “adjustment” or other- 
wise -— get to junior high 
school minus even a rudiment- 
ary knowledge of their own 
language? 

A few other sentences taken 
at random — but not “out of 
context” ~ from this sensa- 
tional book: 

“*We’re not teachers,’ said 
Rothstein. ..during the first 
week of school. ‘Most of the 
time we’re baby sitters or 
policemen.’” 

“The syllabus (a teacher’s 
subject guide) was written in 
some of the most difficult, 
tortured English I had come 
across in some time.” 








“*Why don’t you teach us 
anythin’?’ she asked sudden- 
ly, blurting out the words 
before she could change her 
mind. ” 

“The titles and descriptions 
of these courses listed in 
the Teachers College cata- 
logue sounded quite reason- 
able. But when I went behind 
the titles I found an unreal 
attitude that dealt largely 
with theories which could be 
applied only in the ideal 
school...” 

Mr. Allen’s UNDERCOVER 
TEACHER is the result of a 
good, old-fashioned journal- 
istic scoop. He is a reporter 
on the New York World-Tele- 
gram. Almost every day, the 
paper was filled with stories 
of stabbings, rapes, vandal- 
ism, robbery —the whole gamut 
of lawlessness -—in the city’s 
schools. The editor decided 
the best way to find out what 
was the matter with the 
schools was from the inside. 
Mr. Allen, who had the nec- 
essary qualifications (plus 
a quick course at Teachers 
College) to obtain a substi- 
tute teacher’s license, was 
chosen for the assignment. He 
became a teacher without any- 
one in the school system 
knowing that he was also a 
newspaper reporter. 

The result is a book which 


is shocking, revealing, some- 
times amusing and often heart- 
rending - and of immediate 
interest to every parent, 
teacher, school-board member 
and taxpayer. When his assign- 
ment as an undercover teacher 
was over, the Horld-Telegram 
broke Mr. Allen’s scoop in a 
seriesof articles. The react- 
ion in the educational world 
was, to say the least, cur- 
ious. The World-Telegram and 
its enterprising reporter 
were roundly denounced by the 
Board of Education, the super- 
intendent of schools, and the 
administrators of the school 
in which he taught. The Board 
of Education actually ordered 
an investigation into Mr. 
Allen! It never took place of 
course. But neither did an 
investigation take place into 
the conditions he described! 
Lest one is inclined to 
dismiss this appalling expose 
as peculiar to the New York 
City school system, Mr. Allen 
received letters from teachers 
of “stubborn virtue” as he 
aptly describes them, from 
all over the country declar- 
ing that the same or similar 
conditions prevail in their 
schools. The author lays it 
on the line in his final 
chapter: “While we have been 
engaged in a furious national 
debate on whether the schools 
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are turning out enough po-_ illiterates or semi-illiter- 
tential scientists to help us ates unequipped for life in 
compete with Russia, the an industrial society.” 
schools have been turning out - Rosalie Gordon 


TWO EDUCATORS SPEAK 


“Some students come to college without being able to read 
above the Sth grade level. I believe college is not a place 
to teach people to read and write. As long as colleges take 
anyone who graduates from high school, there’s no reason for 
the high school to improve. 

“T wouldn’t ever say to a boy or girl ‘You can’t go to 
college.’ But I would say ‘You can’t go to college until you 
learn to read and write.’ If we would do that, our high 


schools would all get busy.” 
Dr.Chas.F.Spencer, pres. of East Central State College Ada,Okla. 


“Great principles do not survive merely because they are 
right, or because they have been painstakingly legislated. 
Unless the great principles of the American way of life are 
implanted in the minds and hearts of each new generation 
they will degenerate and ultimately be destroyed.” 

Dr. George S. Benson, pres. of Harding College, Searcy, Ark. 


FROM THE HORSE’ S MOUTH 


‘‘There is no difference between Socialism and Communism.’ 
~from a pamphlet called “What is Socialism” issued hy 
the SOCIALIST LABOR PART Y 
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